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Mission of Good Shepherd
To share the Good News of Godds |l ove by wel ng ot

worship, providing opportunities for spiritual growth, and reaching out to those in
need.
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off guard, because at the time Lent seemed so far away.Of course, | will give up something or

take on some added discipline. But | really need to think about this and pray about this, as |
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choices about eating healthier and increasing my exercise.But | really need to spend some more time
thinking about why | am doing these things and how they will also benefit my spiritual life.  Lent is not a
time of punishment. It is not a time designed to make us feel miserable. It is a time that is set aside to help
us draw closer to God. Lent is a spiritual journey. And a carefully planned journey can be a deeply re-
warding exercise for the body and the soul. | invite you to consider a Lenten discipline that will help you
draw closer to God. Below is a devotional that | found a few years ago that was helpful to me. | share it
with you in hope that it will help you as well. May God be with us as we journey together into a season of

Holy Lent.

- Father Tim

A Devotion for Ash Wednesday

2 Corinthians 5:20b 6:10
Be reconciled to Gad
At the beginning of Lent many Christians are ready to give up something as a sign of repen-

tance. Others want to take on a project. These things are done-@snéglfor as a way to be

more intentional in our spirituality. Over the years | have witnessed sincere minded people
following a Lenten discipline. |, too, have done this. When Easter arrives | have discovered
two basic reactions. The first is pride at having actually achieved what was promised. The
other is guilt because the person has fallen short and has not been successful at keeping the
promise made on Ash Wednesday. Neither pride nor guilt are Christian virtues. If this is our

state at Easter, we have missed the mark.

It is fine to give up something or take on something this season but Lent is about much more.

It is a time to be reconciled to God. If you think Lent is about giv-

ing up cigarettes or chocolate, you are thinking small. If you think
Lent is about visiting the sick or working in a church program for a
few weeks, you are selling yourself short. We are called to go much
deeper. The question for Lent is not what we are going to give up
or take on. It is about whether or not we are willing to let God
come into our lives. It is about our lives being reconciled to God.

(reprinted with permission from Forward Day by Day
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On January 224 the Vestry met at Emanuel Episcopal Church in Athens for a full -day working retreat. It was an
opportunity to get to know one another better, to welcome our new Vestry members, and to reflect on the mis-
sion of Good Shepherd: 3 OwUT EUT wOT 1 wi OOEwWOI PUwWOI w&OEz UwOOYI wEa
providing opportunities for spiritual growth, and reaching out to those in need

We began by thinking of all the wonderful things about Good Shepherd, things we would be sad to lose. Our list
included Fr. Tim, Joanne Brown, Ruth and Ellen and Jenna, our outreach ministries, the fellowship we have with
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our former Senior Warden, Tom Rea and our communications systems ¢ the web site and the newsletter and e
newsletter. There is much for which we can give thanks!

In looking at our mission, we spent some time analyzing how we are working to fulfill our mission and how we
might do a better job. After brainstorming some of the challenges we face, the three Vestry committees met sepaf
rately to establish their two or three top priorities for the year.

The Ministry Committee (Bob Furnad, Ann Brewer and Al Fernety) set these goals:

(1) To manage and advance the youth ministry.

(2) To develop a strategy for welcoming and integrating new families and individuals to our church.
The Property Committee (Ed Peterson, Kendra Mayfield and MB Buckner) will concentrate on:

(1) Recruiting more cleaning volunteers.

(2) Funding the maintenance of the church.

(3) Organizing a work day.

The Administration and Finance Committee (Frank Turner, Leonila Maloney, Tom Rea, Suzanne Grace and Bil
Lane) will:

(1) Complete an employee manual for the staff.

(2) Develop plans for a new capital campaign.

(3) Develop and implement a successful stewardship campaign.

(4) Explore and perhaps implement a system for online payments through our web site.

If you would like to help with any of these goals, please let us know! Many of you have wonderful, innovative
ideas for ways we can improve what we do here at Good Shepherd and we invite you to contact the appropriate
Vestry committee with your thoughts. It takes all of our ideas to find the best solutions. It takes all of our
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Thank you to every one of you - our very good, Good Shepherd family.
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Good Shepherd at Home
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Shrove TuesdayMarch 8 C—
5:00to 7:30 PM —

This beloved event always brings the parish together for an evening of good =
\ ——

food and fellowship. The supper requires strong volunteer support. Signup >~

sheets are in the Parish Hall. Q \:__,_‘—i//D

The supper is open to the community and proceeds benefit local community

outreach programs.

Suppers are $5 per person, $15 for families, and children under 3 eat free. Eat in or take out. You can purchase
your tickets at the door. They are also available in advance. See Collette Parker in the Sunday School room 9:30
10:30 AM Sundays or you may purchase tickets at the church office.

Dedication of Our New Kfig&lats. .

Please be sure and join us for worship on this special Sunday as we dedicate our beautiful new kneelers and
thank those who gave so much of themselves in creating them.

The Episcopal Church Shepherds

(Good Shepher dds

Se Group)
will meet on Saturday, March 19th, /
4:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall. ( l\)

Please bring a dish for a potluck supper.
Come and celebrate St. Patrick's day!

3T PUWEEaAawWOEUOUwWUI T wel 1 POODOT woOi w+1 OUB8 w
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or preparatory tone for Lent.

The name Ash Wednesday derives from the traditional rite of that day in

which the priest makes the sign of the cross on the foreheads of worshipers,

i h de f Im | left f th ding Palm Sun-
ASh Wednesday using as es'ma e from palm leaves left over from the preceding Palm Sun
day celebration.

SerVICeS The Book of Common Prayer contains a special form of worship for this day.
March 9 In our prayers we are reminded that the ashes we place on our foreheads are
11:00 AM & 7:00 PM a sign that God has created us out of the dust of the earth. The ashes are a

We will celebrate the Holy sign of our mortality and penitence. They also remind us that it is only by
Savior.
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Good Shepherd will be hosting the Community Dinner at

Church of the Holy comforter

The church of the Holy Comforter in Atlanta is a mission of the Diocese of Atlanta. They serve a community
of mentally challenged persons living nearby.

Wednesday, March 16

Wedl |l be | eaving Good Shepherd at 5

The Wednesday Night Service is at 6:30 p.m.
Dinner follows at 7:15 p.m.

We will serve approximately 90 people.
I will be cooking the green beans and macaroni & cheese.
What we need:

+ $33$ to pay for fried chicken, green beans, macaroni &
cheese and rolls

+ 8 gallons of sweet tea
+ butter
+ 4-5people to help serve

Please call or email me ASAP or find the sign -up sheet in the Parish Hall.
We would also love for you to come and help serve that night. It is a wonderful and fun experience!

Thanks!

Joy Meadors
joymeadors@charter.net* 770-786-7139 (hm) * 770786-7007 (wk)

We recently accepted the challenge of participating in Hunger Walk/Run on behalf of Episcopal Charities Foun-
dation. Together with the Atlanta Community Food Bank, ECF fights hunger throughout the Episcopal Diocese
of Atlanta -- that means hungry families all across middle and north Georgia, not just metro Atlanta.

I'm asking you to prayerfully consider joining us in this great cause by supporting our fundraising efforts with a
donation. Your tax -deductible gift will help Episcopal Charities (and the ACFB) make a difference in the lives of
so many!

Checks can be made out to Atlanta Community Food Bank and given to the church office (write Hunger
Walk), to Bill or Andrea Lane or mailed to Bill at 8291 Fairway Drive, Covington, GA  30014.

Any amount -- great or small -- will help someone hungry and move us closer to our goal. | appreciate your sup-
port and promise to keep you posted on my progress. Please join us!

PLEASE TRY AND JOIN US MARCH 13, 2011 AT TURNER FIELD FOR THE WALK!
-Bill Lane

959201 3yl ul piaydays pooo
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News from the Diocese

Transition to a New Bishop

Recently our diocesan bishop, The Rt. Rev. Neil Alexander, announced that he is initiating the process to call for
a successor.Bishop Alexander was elected to be our bishop in 2000 and he has served faithfully for almost
eleven years.Before being elected to the episcopate, Bishop Alexander was a seminary professor at the Univer-
sity of the South (Sewanee, TN) and earlier at General Theological Seminary in New York City. When a new
bishop to succeed him has been elected and ordained, Bishop Alexander will return to academia and assume a
senior faculty position at Candler School of Theology at Emory University. The process for electing a new
bishop will take at least one year. Bishop Alexander and our Assisting Bishop, Keith Whitmore, will both remain

in their positions until a new diocesan bishop is seated in mid 2012. The Standing Committee of our diocese is
composed of three priests and three lay persons. It will oversee the election process and transition to a new
bishop. Our rector, Father Tim Graham, serves on this executive committee of our diocese, and he will be Presi-
dent of this committee when the 2012 episcopal election is held. The election of a bishop is a very exciting time
in the life of our church, a time to discover our gifts and strengths as a diocese and discern a new leader for us.

A search committee for our next bishop will be formed soon and will be comprised of clergy and lay persons
from every convocation in our diocese. The election will take place at a specially called council meeting early in
2012, and lay and clergy delegates from every parish in this diocese will cast votes to elect our new leader.This
democratic process will be a very visible sign of the unity and diversity of our church. The Holy Spirit will guide
us and keep us in this time of change. As we move forward, more information will be shared on our diocesan
website (www.episcopalatlanta.org ) and in Good Shepherd parish communications. As we give thanks to God

for Bishop Alexander's faithful leadership, we also ask that you hold him and the other leaders of our diocese in
your prayers.

® ® ®

The church year consists of Sundays, feasts, holy days, and days of special devotion. A calendar of feasts is found in the
Book of Common Prayer, p. 15. The following is one of the lesser feasts in the month of March.

Patrick Bishop and Missionary of Ireland, 461 Feast Day March 17

Patrick was born into a Christian family somewhere on the northwest coast of Britain in about 390.
His grandfather had been a Christian priest and his father, Calpornius, a deacon. Calpornius was
| () o B an important official in the late Roman imperial government of Britain. It was not unusual in this

" ‘ post-Constantinian period for such state officials to be in holy orders. When Patrick was about six-
teen, he was captured by a band of Irish slaveraiders. He was carried off to Ireland and forced to
serve as a shepherd. When he was about twentyone, he escaped and returned to Britain, where he
was educated as a Christian. He tells us that he took holy orders as both presbyter and bishop, al-
though no particular see is known as his at this time. A vision then called him to return to Ireland.
This he did about the year 431.

Tradition holds that Patrick landed not far from the place of his earlier captivity, near what is now
OOOPOWEUwW#OPOXEUUPEQWEW?REOPO? wOUW?PEUO? wbUwEwi OU
He then began a remarkable process of missionary conversion throughout the country that continued until his death, proba-

bly in 461. He made his appeal to the local kings and through them to their tribes. Christianizing the old pagan religion as he

went, Patrick erected Christian churches over sites already regarded as sacred, had crosses carved on old druidic pillars, anl

put sacred wells and springs under the protection of Christian saints.

, EQawol 11 OEVUwWOI w/ EVUPEOZUwW( UPUT wOPUUDPOOEUAWUUEYT OUwx OUthe UU wl
three major Irish High Kings. At Armagh, he is said to have established his principal church. To this day, Armagh is re-

garded as the primatial see of all Ireland.

Two works are attributed to Patrick: an autobiographical Confession, in which he tells us, among other things, that he was
criticized by his contemporaries for lack of learning, and a Letter to Coroticus, a British chieftain. The Lorica or St. Patrickz U w
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- IMarch Feast
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Into Your Hands

Postmodern Meditations on the Stations of the Cross
March 14 - April 22
Oxford College Chapel

From a recent press release by Oxford College:

South Carolina artist KristofeNeely, who is assistant dean for studio art at Wofford Coll
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can invite others into a prayerful experience. The privilege to share my work in the 3
beauty of the Oxford Chapel only adds to the scale of that challenge. The work in this i
tion will draw on visual traditions that include street art, American folk art, German exg
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Neely will open the exhibit on Tuesday, March 15, at 7:00 pm in the Oxford Chapel. He
will speak about the creation of the exhibit and answer questions from the audience. The public is invited.
The work was commissioned by Oxford Chaplain Lyn Pace.
The exhibit is free and open to the public. General hours for the exhibit in Oxford Chapel are Monday through
Friday, 9:00 am to 5:00 pm, and free parking is available close to the chapel. For more information on weekend
hours or group tours, contact Chaplain Lyn Pace at 770-784-8392 or email to ppace@emory.edu For more infor-

mation about Kristofer Neely, visit www.kristoferneely.com .

Camp Mikell
Summer Camp Registration 2011 K/J‘l?(
“= =

Camp Mikell isYOUR summer camp! It has provided summer camp experiences since 1
is owned and operated by the Episcopal Diocese of Atlanta, and is an American Camp .,

tion Accredited camp. “-&
Doné6t del ay! Camps are filling up fast.

g

The referral program pays you $25.00 for each new camper to bring into the Mikell community. The new camper
receive a $25.00 reimbursement. The more new campers you bring, the more you can save!

www.campmikell.com
QuestionsMikell@windstream.nekstruble @windstream.ner call (706) 8867515
We look forward to having you as a part of the Mikell family.

your registration.

From a recent letter from Camp Mikell:

The recent economy stresses have affected most of us, and Mikell is no exception. Last summer we continued to
for every interested camper to come to camp. This came at a cost of around $20,000.00 that had to be taken out
ating account. This is in addition to all of the faithful individual and parish donations. We have set up new scf
guidelines and we need your help. If you can support our scholarship program, no matter what the amount, Mikell
lies in financial need would greatly appreciate this gift.
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